
A Brief History of Jolie Montaigne Park, Wells 
As compiled by Bob Megargle in 2005 

 

     In 2005, Jolie Montaigne Park had existed for 77 years. A summary of the 

locality, based on copies of early documents along with recollections from area 

old-timers and Delores Margie’s 2000 publication A Jolie Purchase, was compiled 

by member Bob Megargle. 

     According to this summary, Jolie Montaigne Park Corporation was a real estate 

development project which began in 1928 at the southern end of Algonquin Drive. 

There were 186 lots surveyed and staked, and what the first directors envisioned 

was a “tasteful, wholesome, upscale community.” Deeds included several 

restrictions one of which was that each home built in the Park had to cost at least 

$800.  

     Sales fell off during the Depression and in 1935 full ownership of Jolie 

Montaigne Park was assumed by Frank Hungerford; following his death in 1946 

Albina Mae Hungerford O’Neill managed Jolie Montaigne until she died in 1983. 

 

     The Jolie Montaigne Property Owner’s Association (JMPOA) was incorporated 

in 1985, its primary mission “to own the beach property for the continued benefit 

of all the property owners of the Jolie Montaigne Park. Pat Corsentino and Matt 

Angotta lead the effort to form the JMPOA and the beach property was deeded to 

the Association on Aug. 2, 1985 for a $1 fee. 

At the time JMPOA was formed, Corsentino explained, retired Colonel Louis 

Normand was in charge of the Park and it came to light that he might sell the beach 

property as he was not interested in assuming its responsibility; residents became 

concerned they would lose the only private beach rights accessible to them. 

     Corsentino said he approached Normand who was willing to work with Jolie 

Montaigne residents “but the only way he would do that is if we formed an 

incorporated Association. So, that’s what we did.” 
      

     Megargle’s history explained that all Jolie Montaigne Park residents (and their 

guests) who pay annual fees are entitled to use the beach and attend social 

functions held there. Fees are used to pay taxes, insurance, property maintenance 

and landscaping of the beach with a small portion covering administration and 

social activities. Board members serve as volunteers and each property owner gets 

one vote in the Association. 

     The JMPOA began with 45 member properties; about 22 eligible families 

declined to join. As of 2005 there were 54 members and 21 properties within 

JMPOA boundaries who did not participate. 


